HEMATOLOGY CARE

Hematology care is the branch of medicine that focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and
management of conditions related to the blood, bone marrow, and lymphatic system.

Here's a breakdown of what hematology care involves:

Blood Cells: Hematologists study and treat conditions that affect the different types of blood cells,
including red blood cells (which carry oxygen), white blood cells (which fight infection), and
platelets (which help with clotting).

Bone Marrow: Bone marrow is the soft tissue found in the center of some bones where blood cells
are produced. Hematologists diagnose and treat conditions that affect the bone marrow, such as
aplastic anemia (when the bone marrow doesn't produce enough blood cells) and leukemia (a type
of cancer that affects the white blood cells).

Lymphatic System: The lymphatic system is a network of vessels and organs that help fight
infection and disease. Hematologists diagnose and treat conditions that affect the lymphatic
system, such as lymphoma (a type of cancer that affects the lymphatic system) and Hodgkin's
disease (another type of cancer that affects the lymphatic system).

Some common conditions treated by hematologists include:

o Sickle cell disease: A genetic disorder that affects the red blood cells.

e Anemia: A condition in which there are not enough healthy red blood cells to carry oxygen
throughout the body.

e | eukemia: Atype of cancer that affects the white blood cells.

e Lymphoma: A type of cancer that affects the lymphatic system.

e Hemophilia: A bleeding disorder in which the blood doesn't clot properly.

e Thrombosis: A blood clot that forms in a blood vessel.

Hematologists use a variety of tests and procedures to diagnose and treat blood disorders,
including:

e Blood tests: These tests can measure the number and types of blood cells, as well as other
factors that can help diagnose a blood disorder.

e Bone marrow biopsy: A procedure in which a small sample of bone marrow is removed from
the hipbone and examined under a microscope.

e Imaging tests: These tests, such as X-rays, CT scans, and MRIs, can be used to look for
problems with the bone marrow or lymph nodes.

o Blood transfusions: These procedures involve giving a patient blood from a donor.

e Stem cell transplantation: A procedure in which stem cells are removed from a donor and
transplanted into the patient.



